Are deficits in the decoding of affective cues and in mentalizing abilities independent?
It has been hypothesized that deficits in theory of mind (ToM) and emotion recognition abilities in subjects with autisticlike disorders are independent. We examined the relationships between deficits in the various social cognitive domains in children with an autistic disorder (N = 20), in children with a pervasive developmental disorder not otherwise specified (PDDNOS) (N = 20), and in psychiatric control (N = 20) and normal children (N = 20). The clinical groups were matched person-to-person on age and verbal IQ. The clinical children were 8-18 years old, the normal children 8-13 years old. The test battery included tasks for the matching and the context recognition of emotional expressions, and a set of first- and second-order ToM tasks. ToM and emotion recognition functioning proved to be better integrated in the non-PDD children than in the PDD children, but also in the PDD children significant correlations were found between ToM and emotion recognition measures.